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“Who are you, anyway?”
“My name is Raif Badawi.”
While by now the whole world knows who Raif Badawi is, at the 

time, of course, the name didn’t mean a thing to me. But that was 
about to change. Raif took my question as a challenge and, without 
being asked, started telling me his life story.

Raif was eighteen, and originally came from the Ha’il region in the 
northwest of the country. He had lived in both Riyadh and Jeddah, 
then in Al Khamis, and last of all here in my hometown of Jizan, 
right in the south. He lived with a friend and owned a share in his 
construction company. The two of them bought and renovated houses, 
before selling them on at a profit. Clearly this friend, Turad, was an 
acquaintance of my brother’s. […]

I listened with fascination to Raif as he lifted the curtain on this 
strange world: the world of men, who were allowed to travel around 
independently, work, and in his case even move away from home. 
For me, as a woman, that was completely unimaginable. And I liked 
the sound of his voice, speaking to me kindly and gently.

In response to his questions I too started talking about myself. I 
told him my name, revealed who my father was and where my family 
lived. Somehow I just had to take the risk.
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Ensaf Haidar was born in Jizan, Saudi 

Arabia, in 1975 and married Raif Badawi in 

2002. When Badawi was imprisoned, she 

and their children escaped from Saudi Arabia 

and were granted asylum in Canada. Since 

then Haidar has been fighting to free her 

husband and raise awareness of his story 

across the world. In 2015 she accepted the 

European Union’s Sakharov Prize for Free-

dom of Thought on Badawi’s behalf.

Andrea C. Hoffmann is a political 

editor and Middle East expert for the news 

magazine Focus and has been traveling the 

region for more than fifteen years. She 

recently coauthored The Girl Who Beat ISIS: 

Farida’s Story (Vintage, 2016). Hoffmann’s 

reportages about Iran have been awarded 

numerous prizes. 

Shaun Whiteside has translated 

many books from the German, including the 

works of Nietzsche, Spengler, and Freud.

F RO M RAIF BADAWI, THE VOICE OF FREEDOM

translated from the German by Shaun Whiteside 
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PRAISE FOR RAIF BADAWI: 

“ Raif Badawi is an important voice for all of us to hear, mild,  

nuanced, but clear.”   — S A L M A N  R U S H D I E

“ Raif Badawi is becoming a global icon for a universal right to 

freedom of speech.” — P E T E R  G A B R I E L 

A powerful first-person account of Ensaf Haidar’s life with her husband, 

Saudi social activist Raif Badawi, and her worldwide campaign to free 

him from imprisonment. 

Ensaf Haidar’s unforgettable memoir of her marriage to Raif Badawi, 

imprisoned blogger and Sakharov Prize laureate, tells the story of the 

survival of their love against all odds and of her courageous fight for 

her husband’s freedom.

When Ensaf and Raif married in 2002 they shed tears of joy; they 

had overcome the resistance of her family and the rigid conventions of 

Saudi culture, and won their battle to be together. But an even greater 

challenge lay ahead. 

After their clandestine courtship, the triumph of their wedding day, 

and adjustment to married life, Ensaf discovers that Raif is becoming 

active in the liberal movement. Their partnership grows stronger as Raif 

questions the social order of Saudi Arabia—until his activities attract 

the attention of the religious police. With Raif under increasing surveil-

lance, Ensaf reluctantly accepts exile as the only way to protect their 

three young children, hoping that Raif will soon join them.

But Raif’s arrest and subsequent sentence—to ten years in prison 

and one thousand lashes—changes everything. Ensaf must take up the 

fight for her husband’s life, galvanizing global support and campaigning 

for his freedom, and their right to be reunited as a family again.

This profoundly moving memoir is both a love story and an inspiring 

account of the making of two heroic human rights activists.

MAY 2016 | on sale 5/17/16
$22.95 / NCR

Hardcover | 6 x 9” | 256 pages

978-1-59051-801-4 | CQ 12

E-book 978-1-59051-802-1

NONFICTION

Rights: US

Agent: Barbara Zitwer 

(zitwer@gmail.com)

RAIF BADAWI, THE VOICE OF FREEDOM
Ensaf Haidar & Andrea C. Hoffmann

MY HUSBAND, OUR STORY
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�  National review and feature campaign including  
print, radio, and online coverage

�   Review outreach to Middle Eastern, social justice,  
and women’s interest media

�   Author appearances by request

EARLY ON-SALE DATE  
MAY 17, 2016



The message read:
“haven’t told him yet, it’s really hard. argh. i � u.”
But the message wasn’t for me. Life changes when the love mes-

sages aren’t for you. That love message arrived like a lightning bolt, 
unexpected and electric, and changed my life.

I was standing at the bar, my fingertips brushing the green plastic 
tray on which a bustling cook would place my order as soon as it was 
properly embalmed in silver foil. I felt my cell phone vibrate in my 
pocket. I’ve never picked a sound to alert me to incoming calls or text 
messages. Ringtones are a nuisance, so sudden and rude. I don’t even 
ring doorbells. If I can, I limit myself to a few little raps with my 
knuckles on the wood. So when it comes to my cell phone, the vibra-
tion’s enough for me. Sometimes I’m afflicted with what’s called 
vibrating phone syndrome, the false impression that your phone’s 
vibrating in your pocket, and when you take it out you find there’s no 
call, there’s no message, it was all in your head. […But this] vibration 
was real and the message came to me, even though I wasn’t the person it 
was intended for. Marta had sent it. So I turned and looked over to 
where she was sitting, at the table next to the window. The table we’d 
sat down at just a very short while ago, before my life changed.

Learning to Lose
PB | $16.95/$19.95C
978-1-59051-322-4
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David Trueba is a film director and 

screenwriter as well as a novelist. He is the 

author of Cuatro amigos, which sold more 

than 100,000 copies in Spain, and his English-

language debut, Learning to Lose, which won 

Spain’s National Critics Prize in 2009. Trueba’s 

latest film, Living Is Easy with Eyes Closed,

which he wrote and directed, was long-

listed for an Academy Award for Best Foreign 

Film in 2015 and won Goya awards for Best 

Film, Best Director, and Best Original Screen-

play, among others.

John Cullen is the translator of many 

books from Spanish, French, German, and 

Italian, including Philippe Claudel’s Brodeck,

Juli Zeh’s Decompression, Chantal Thomas’s 

The Exchange of Princesses, and Kamel 

Daoud’s The Meursault Investigation. He 

lives in upstate New York.

F RO M B L I T Z 

translated from the Spanish by John Cullen
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PRAISE FOR BLITZ: 

“ A powerhouse of a novel, whose meditative, insightful pages 

challenge taboos and hit right where it hurts: in the heart of  

bewilderment, in the unpredictable nature of sex and desire.”  

 — E L  PA Í S

“Trueba deploys the full range of registers with a deft touch, 

a highly readable style, and a keen sense of narrative timing. 

The novel goes beyond comedy to scale greater heights.” 

— L A  VA N G UA R D I A

PRAISE FOR LEARNING TO LOSE: 

“ One part Paul Thomas Anderson’s Magnolia, one part Paul Haggis’s 

Crash, the rest is all David Trueba, modern-day Madrid, and a 

narrative that pulsates with longing, lust, and simmering rage… 

Simply masterful.”  

 — J O E  M c G I N N I S S ,  J R . 

 author of The Delivery Man

“ Learning to Lose is complex, powerful, surprising, and most of all 

smart. David Trueba is the real thing.”       

 — P E R C I VA L  E V E R E T T

 author of I Am Not Sidney Poitier

Blitz is a romantic tragicomedy that recounts the exploits of Beto, a 

young architect who heads to Munich with his girlfriend to take part in a 

landscape-planning competition. In an instant, a text message Beto 

wasn’t meant to receive shatters him, leaving him bewildered and head-

ing nowhere. But unintentionally he falls into the arms of Helga, an older 

woman, in a cross-generational encounter that is the heart of the tale.

With sensitivity and biting wit, Trueba crafts a story of errant souls 

and lost loves, humorously critiquing male narcissism, all the while 

showing us that in this modern age it is more important than ever to 

appreciate every moment and embrace intimacy when luck allows it, 

no matter from where.

AUGUST 2016 | on sale 8/30/2016
$14.95 / $19.50C 

Paperback Original | 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄4” | 176 pages

978-1-59051-784-0 | CQ 24

E-book 978-1-59051-785-7

FICTION

Rights: US and Canada

Agent: Txell Torrent, MB Agencia Literaria SL  

(txell@mbagencialiteraria.es)

BLITZ
David Trueba

From the author of Learning to Lose, David Trueba’s new novel about a young Spanish  
architect’s affair with an older German woman
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�  National review and feature campaign including  
print, radio, and online coverage  

�   Review outreach to literary, women’s fiction, and  
translation interest media

PA P E R B AC K  O R I G I N A L



Craig Larsen was born in 1963 and is a 

graduate of UC Berkeley and Columbia Law 

School. His first novel, Mania, was published 

in 2009. A single father, Larsen has lived in 

New York and Europe. He currently resides 

in northern California.

 

 The diesel engine settled into an unsteady idle, sputtered, then came 
to an abrupt stop. The hydraulic system hissed, the door swung open. 
A man dressed in a green uniform climbed the stairs. His eyes darted 
up the aisle. Angela looked down at her fingers. The cheap ring Lutz 
had bought her five years before, when they were finally married, 
caught the diffused sunlight like a small chunk of plastic. Lutz was 
having an affair. They had never spoken about his infidelity, but Lutz 
didn’t try to hide it. She didn’t want him to. It was worse to lie to each 
other, wasn’t it? Relax, Angela, relax. She reached for her throat, 
through the fabric of her dress touched a diamond and sapphire 
pendant dangling from a delicate platinum chain around her neck, 
made certain that it remained hidden beneath her collar.

When she dared to raise her eyes again, the border patrolman was 
three steps up the aisle, pacing slowly. Another soldier, shielded from 
view, was on board as well, speaking to the driver in German so 
guttural that he could have been choking. The patrolman’s uniform 
was perfectly pressed. There was something fastidious about him, 
something precise. He was wearing glasses an engineer would wear. 
Even from this distance, Angela could see how immaculate the lenses 
were. His features were fine, his skin unshaven but smooth. The hair 
visible below the rim of his cap was clipped short, close to the scalp. 
When their eyes connected, Angela froze. She dropped her gaze, 
straightened the ring on her finger, forced herself to breathe.

F RO M T H E  S E C O N D  W I N T E R

6

©
 M

el
is

sa
 L

ar
se

n



It is 1941. An uneasy relationship between the Danish government and 

the Germans allows the country to function under the protection of 

Hitler's army, while Danish resistance fighters wage a bloody, covert 

battle against the Nazis.

Fredrik Gregersen, caretaker of a small farm in Jutland, profits from 

helping Jewish fugitives cross the border into Sweden. When he steals 

a jeweled necklace from a refugee, he sets off a chain of events that 

tears his family apart. Oskar, his son, brings the necklace to Copenhagen 

to sell it. There he meets Polina, a beautiful, half-Jewish prostitute, and 

Oskar exchanges the necklace for her life. Back at the farm, Polina 

becomes the focus, not only of Oskar’s young love, but also of Fredrik’s 

savagery and desire.

Cinematic and suspenseful as a thriller, The Second Winter tells the 

story of a man who must choose between evils in a lawless world. It 

is a literary work that defines what it means to be father, son, and 

daughter amid the horrors of wartime life.

SEPTEMBER 2016 | on sale 9/27/2016
$25.95 / 33.95C    

Hardcover | 6 x 9” | 416 pages

978-1-59051-788-8 | CQ 12

E-book 978-1-59051-789-5

FICTION

Rights: World

Agent: Kim Witherspoon, Inkwell Management  

(kim@inkwellmanagement.com)

Craig Larsen

THE SECOND WINTER
In occupied Denmark, a brutish, tormented farmer steals a precious necklace, pitting a son 
against his father and setting off a ripple effect that will take decades and the fall of the  
Berlin Wall to culminate
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�  National review and feature campaign including  
print, radio, and online coverage  

�   Review outreach to WWII, history, Jewish, and  
literary interest media



Thorpe took a letter from the inside pocket of his jacket and handed 
it to Bessell.

“Read it,” he said.
Bessell saw that the envelope was addressed to Thorpe’s mother, 

Ursula, at her house in Surrey. The letter inside was written on blue 
notepaper. Although the letter was very long—seventeen pages—and 
the handwriting hard to decipher, Bessell soon got the gist of it. The 
writer began by apologising for bothering Mrs Thorpe but reminded 
her that he had once been a guest in her house. He went on to claim 
that he and Jeremy Thorpe had been lovers. 

For the last five years as you probably know, Jeremy and I have had 
a ‘homosexual’ relationship. To go into it too deeply will not help 
either of us. When I came down to Stonewalls that was when I first 
met him. Though he told you something about the TV programme 
and Malta. That was all not so true. What remains is the fact that 
through my meeting with Jeremy that day I gave birth to this vice 
that lies latent in every man.
Thorpe, the man claimed, had promised to look after him. But the 

affair had ended and he had reneged on his promise. […]
He ended with an apology and a plea. ‘Can you understand any of 

this, Mrs Thorpe? I’m so sorry. Please believe me, I’m desperate for help.’
Bessell looked up to see Thorpe staring intently at him.
“Is it true?” he asked.
Slowly Thorpe nodded.

The Dig
PB | $16.95/NCR
978-1-59051-780-2

F RO M A  V E RY  E N G L I S H  S C A N DA L

John Preston is a former arts editor of 

the Sunday Telegraph and Evening Standard.

He is the author of four highly acclaimed 

novels, including The Dig (Other Press, 2016), 

Ghosting, and Ink, and a travel book, Touching 

the Moon. He lives in London.
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PRAISE FOR THE DIG:

“ A very fine, engrossing, and exquisitely original novel.”   

 — I A N  M c E WA N

 author of Atonement 

“ Wistful and poignant. A masterpiece in Chekhovian  

understatement.”          — T I M E S  L I T E R A RY  S U P P L E M E N T

“ An enthralling story of love and loss, a real literary treasure.  

One of the most original novels of the year.”    

 — R O B E R T  H A R R I S

 author of An Officer and a Spy

A behind-the-scenes look at the desperate, scandalous private life 

of a British MP and champion manipulator, and the history-making 

trial that exposed his dirty secrets. 

As a Member of Parliament and Leader of the Liberal Party in the 1960s 

and 70s, Jeremy Thorpe's bad behavior snuck under the radar for years. 

Police and politicians alike colluded to protect one of their own. In 1970, 

Thorpe was the most popular and charismatic politician in the country, 

poised to hold the balance of power in a coalition government.

But Jeremy Thorpe was a man with a secret. His homosexual affairs 

and harassment of past partners, along with his propensity for lying and 

embezzlement, only escalated as he evaded punishment. Until a dark 

night on the moor with an ex-lover, a dog, and a hired gun led to conse-

quences that even his charm and power couldn't help him escape. 

Dubbed the “Trial of the Century,” Thorpe’s climactic case at the Old 

Bailey in London was the first time that a leading British politician had 

stood trial on a murder charge, the first time that a murder plot had been 

hatched in the House of Commons, and the first time that a prominent 

public figure had been exposed as a philandering gay man, in an era 

when homosexuality had only just become legal. 

OCTOBER 2016 | on sale 10/11/16
$27.95 / NCR  

Hardcover | 6 x 9” | 352 pages

978-1-59051-814-4 | CQ 12

E-book 978-1-59051-815-1

NONFICTION

Rights: US

Proprietor: Viking UK, Venetia Butterfield  

(vbutterfield@penguinrandomhouse.co.uk)  

A VERY ENGLISH SCANDAL
John Preston

SEX, LIES, AND A MURDER PLOT AT THE HEART OF THE ESTABLISHMENT

9

�  National review and feature campaign including  
print, radio, and online coverage  

�  Review outreach to literary, history, and suspense  
interest media

�  Author appearances by request



I was sitting in the Public Library, leafing through bound volumes of 
the Chicago Tribune, as I’d been doing for days, when I first saw 
Agnes. It was last April. She took a seat opposite me in the big read-
ing room, probably by chance, because it was pretty full. She had a 
little foam-rubber cushion with her. On the table in front of her, she 
laid out a pile of textbooks and a writing pad, two or three pencils, 
an eraser, and a pocket calculator. When I looked up from my work, 
our eyes met. She looked down, opened the first of her books, and 
started reading. I tried to read the titles of her books. She seemed to 
notice, and pulled them nearer, with the spines facing her.

I was working on a book about American luxury trains, and was 
just reading about the political debate on whether the army should 
be called in during the Pullman Strike. I’d gotten rather bogged down 
in this strike; it wasn’t relevant to my book, I was just fascinated by it. 
In the course of my work, I’ve always let myself be guided by curiosity, 
and in this case it had taken me miles away from my subject.

From when Agnes sat down opposite me, I hadn’t been able to 
concentrate. She wasn’t that striking-looking, slim and not very tall, 
brown hair thick and down to her shoulders, a pale complexion and 
no makeup. Only her eyes had something unusual about them, an 
expressiveness I haven’t often seen.

I couldn’t claim it was love at first sight, but she interested me and 
took up my thoughts. I kept looking across at her, it was embarrassing 
almost, but I couldn’t help it. 
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Peter Stamm is the author of the novels 

All Days Are Night, Seven Years, On a Day 

Like This, and Unformed Landscape, and the 

short-story collections We’re Flying and In 

Strange Gardens and Other Stories. His prize-

winning books have been translated into 

more than thirty languages. For his entire 

body of work and his accomplishments in 

fiction, he was short-listed for the Man Booker 

International Prize in 2013, and in 2014 he won 

the prestigious Friedrich Hölderlin Prize. He 

lives in Switzerland. 

Michael Hofmann has translated the 

work of Gottfried Benn, Hans Fallada, Franz 

Kafka, Joseph Roth, and many others. In 2012 

he was awarded the Thornton Wilder Prize for 

Translation by the American Academy of Arts 

and Letters. His Selected Poems was pub-

lished in 2009, and Where Have You Been?: 

Selected Essays in 2014. He lives in Florida 

and London.

F RO M AG N E S 

translated from the German by Michael Hofmann
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PRAISE FOR AGNES:

“ A kind of parable…simple and haunting.”       

 — N E W  YO R K  R E V I E W  O F  B O O K S

PRAISE FOR ALL DAYS ARE NIGHT:

“ Stamm’s careful, pared-down narrative, translated from German  

with great suppleness by Michael Hofmann, stops to notice all  

mirrors, all reflective surfaces or cameras, anything and anyone  

involved in visually representing the world. How can you see, 

Stamm’s novel asks, when everyone is looking at you? How can  

you make art under that kind of pressure?”       

 — N E W  YO R K  T I M E S  B O O K  R E V I E W

“ [A] complex, psychological tale…riveting…intensely moving.”  

         — WA L L  S T R E E T  J O U R N A L

“ [An] engrossing story of recovery.”        — T H E  N E W  YO R K E R

“ Write a story about me,” Agnes said to her lover, “so I know that you 

think of me.” So he started to write the story of everything that had 

happened to them from the moment they met.

 At first, he works with Agnes to create a narrative that is true to life, 

but as time passes and he grows more enamored with the narrative he 

has begun, he continues writing on his own, imagining a future for 

them after he reaches the present. Happy couples do not necessarily 

make for compelling reading, and as Agnes sees the unexpected plot 

he has planned for her, the line between fiction and reality begins to blur. 

 In this unsettling yet unforgettable novel, Stamm incisively examines 

the power of storytelling to influence thought and behavior, reaching 

a chilling conclusion.

OCTOBER 2016 | on sale 10/25/2016
$18.95 / $24.95C  

Hardcover | 5 x 7 1⁄2” | 160 pages

978-1-59051-811-3 | CQ 12

E-book 978-1-59051-812-0

FICTION

Rights: World English

Agent: Marc Koralnik, Liepman Agency  

(marc.koralnik@liepmanagency.com)      

Peter Stamm’s best-selling debut novel, now available for the first time in the United States

AGNES
Peter Stamm

11

�  National review and feature campaign including  
print, radio, and online coverage  

�   Review outreach to literary, women’s fiction,  
and translation interest media
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ALL DAYS ARE NIGHT

“ A postmodern riff on The Magic Mountain…a page-turner.”         

 — T H E  AT L A N T I C

WE'RE FLYING

“ These tautly constructed stories, with echoes of such disparate 

authors as Patricia Highsmith and Anton Chekhov, take root in the 

psyche and will not let you go.”        

 — L I B R A RY  J O U R N A L

 

SEVEN YEARS

“ Seven Years is a novel to make you doubt your own dogma.  

What more can a novel do than that?”        

 — Z A D I E  S M I T H ,  H A R P E R ’ S  M A G A Z I N E

 

Rediscover Peter Stamm

HC | $22.00/$26.00C
978-1-59051-696-6 

PB | $15.95/$18.95C
978-1-59051-324-8 

PB | $15.95/$17.95C 
978-1-59051-394-1  



*Also available in hardcover 13

ON A DAY LIKE THIS

“ What Peter Stamm has done with this novel is recreate life in 

all of its quiet banality—this is art.”         

 — R E V I E W  O F  C O N T E M P O R A RY  F I C T I O N

 

UNFORMED LANDSCAPE

“ If Albert Camus had lived in an age when people in remote  

Norwegian fishing villages had e-mail, he might have  

written a novel like this.”          

 — T H E  N E W  YO R K E R

 

PB* | $15.95/$17.95C
978-1-59051-499-3  

PB* | $15.95/$17.95C
978-1-59051-226-5  

IN STRANGE GARDENS

“ With artful understatement, Stamm conveys the mutability of  

experience, a phenomenon as inscrutable as variations  

in the weather.”          

 — B O O K F O R U M

PB* | $15.95/$17.95C
978-1-59051-498-6 

Other Press is the proud publisher of all of Peter Stamm’s works in English



Yitzhak Goldah pressed his sallow brow to the glass and stared out at 
the slowing platform. It was late summer, and he felt the beads of his 
sweat gather like warm rain on his skin. Down a ways a small black 
boy walked alongside the train. He was carrying a stack of newspapers 
and barked out the headlines in a voice that was far too low for his 
small frame. Goldah had read the papers in New York. He had read 
them in Washington, in Richmond, in Raleigh. He would read them 
here. They all spoke of America and of confidence, and he marveled 
at their certainty. 

Standing there Goldah looked perfectly human. His suit hung 
crisply on his frame and lent it a heft that wasn’t his. He was like a sail 
still holding its shape even after the wind has died away. He braced 
himself for the train’s final heave, then took his suitcase and hat and 
followed the line of passengers to the door. Down on the platform 
the smell quickly turned to coal dust and scorched metal. The 
cement and well-washed marble reminded him of distant places from 
before the war, the iron beams thick and vaulted. Goldah walked and 
peered ahead and waited for the first glimpse of his future.

It was there, just beyond the single chain between stanchion and 
gate. A man, early-fifties, stood in a suit that was far more forgiving of 
the heat than Goldah’s own. The wife was younger, thicker, and with a 
netted hat to match the floral print of her dress. They stood without 
moving, like two potatoes, upright, full, misshapen, and solid.
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F RO M A M O N G  T H E  L I V I N G 

Jonathan Rabb is an American novelist, 

essayist, actor, and writer. He is the author 

of five novels: The Overseer, The Book of Q,

and The Berlin Trilogy (Rosa, Shadow and 

Light, and The Second Son), a critically 

acclaimed series of historical thrillers set in 

Berlin and Barcelona between the world 

wars. Rosa won the 2006 Director’s Special 

Prize at Spain’s Semana Negra festival, and 

was named one of January Magazine’s Best 

Books of 2005. Rabb has taught at Columbia 

University, New York University, and the 92nd 

Street Y, and is currently a professor in the 

writing department at the Savannah College 

of Art and Design.
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PRAISE FOR THE SECOND SON:

“ A powerful, shocking, and moving novel…Rabb is an accomplished 

storyteller as well as a superb stylist, and the conclusion of his 

trilogy is at once affecting and effective in its portrayal of the run-up 

to a global nightmare.”        

 — JAY  S T R A F F O R D ,  R I C H M O N D  T I M E S - D I S PAT C H

“ Remarkable…A gripping book.” — S E AT T L E  T I M E S

PRAISE FOR ROSA:

“ Tantalizing…memorable…a tour de force.”  

 — N E W  YO R K  T I M E S  B O O K  R E V I E W

In late summer 1947, thirty-one-year-old Yitzhak Goldah, a camp  

survivor, arrives in Savannah to live with his only remaining relatives. 

They are Abe and Pearl Jesler, older, childless, and an integral part of 

the thriving Jewish community that has been in Georgia since the 

founding of the colony. There, Yitzhak discovers a fractured world, where 

Reform and Conservative Jews live separate lives—distinctions, to 

him, that are meaningless given what he has been through. He further 

complicates things when, much to the Jeslers’ dismay, he falls in love 

with Eva, a young widow within the Reform community. When a woman 

from Yitzhak’s past suddenly appears—one who is even more shattered 

than he is —Yitzhak must choose between a dark and tortured familiarity 

and the promise of a bright new life.

Set amid the backdrop of America’s postwar south, Among the 

Living grapples with questions of identity and belonging, and steps 

beyond the Jewish experience as it situates Yitzhak’s story during  

the last gasp of the Jim Crow era. Yitzhak begins to find echoes of his 

own experience in the lives of the black family who work for the 

Jeslers—an affinity he does not share with the Jeslers themselves. 

This realization surprises Yitzhak and convinces him that his choices 

are not as clear-cut as he might have thought.

OCTOBER 2016 | on sale 10/4/2016
$26.95 / $35.99C  

Hardcover | 6 x 9” | 320  pages

978-1-59051-803-8 | CQ 12

E-book 978-1-59051-804-5

FICTION

Rights: World

Agent: Judythe Cohen, Janklow & Nesbit 

(jcohen@janklow.com)       

AMONG THE LIVING 
Jonathan Rabb

A moving novel about a Holocaust survivor’s unconventional journey back to a new normal  
in 1940s Savannah, Georgia
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By March , , it had become blindingly clear, even to us, that 
Hitler would occupy Czecho-Slovakia (the hyphen marked the 
change that had taken place in six months) at any moment. My parents 
decided to flee across the Hungarian border by car.

All I remember of the first part of the journey is how uncomfortable 
I was on a back seat piled full of suitcases that left very little room. 
But I have not forgotten our arrival in Brno, a town in Moravia. We 
came out on a sort of esplanade. There loomed up before my eyes an 
enormous building, a city hall or a barracks: in front of the main door 
two sentinels wearing the helmet that is engraved on everyone’s 
memory. It was too late: the Germans were there already. For me, 
despite all the many events that were to follow, Hitler’s Reich is 
always summed up, in one first instant, by two motionless sentinels: 
not faces, but two helmets.

It was already dark when we got back to Prague. The sound of 
motors that pervaded the city shortly thereafter did not wake me up. 
In the morning, the only things to be seen on the streets and the 
quays of the Vltava were German uniforms. From our sixth floor, we 
could clearly see the single-seater fighter planes that skimmed the 
surface of the river and then suddenly veered upward to pass above 
the bridges. We would have to leave again—as soon as possible.
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Saul Friedländer is an award-winning 

Israeli historian and currently a professor of 

history at UCLA. He was born in Prague to a 

family of German-speaking Jews, grew up 

in France, and experienced the German 

Occupation of 1940–1944. His historical works 

have received great praise and recognition, 

including the 2008 Pulitzer Prize for 

General Non-Fiction for his book The Years 

of Extermination: Nazi Germany and the 

Jews, 1939–1945. 

Helen R. Lane was a renowned trans-

lator of Spanish, Portuguese, French, and 

Italian literature into English. She translated 

works by numerous noted authors, including 

Jorge Amado, Marguerite Duras, Mario 

Vargas Llosa, Juan Carlos Onetti, and Octavio 

Paz. She received the PEN Translation 

Prize in 1975 and 1985. Alternating Current,

Lane’s translation of Octavio Paz, shared 

the 1974 U.S. National Book Award in the 

Translation category.

F RO M W H E N  M E M O RY  C O M E S

translated from the French by Helen R. Lane
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Four months before Hitler came to power, Saul Friedländer was born 

in Prague to a middle-class Jewish family. In 1939, seven-year-old Saul 

and his family were forced to flee to France, where they lived through 

the German Occupation, until his parents’ ill-fated attempt to escape to 

Switzerland. They were able to hide their son in a Roman Catholic 

seminary before being sent to Auschwitz, where they were killed.  

After an imposed religious conversion, young Saul began training for 

priesthood. The birth of Israel prompted his discovery of his Jewish 

past and his true identity. 

Friedländer brings his story movingly to life, shifting between his 

Israeli present and his European past with grace and restraint. His keen 

eye spares nothing, not even himself, as he explores the ways in which 

the loss of his parents, his conversion to Catholicism, and his deep-

seated Jewish roots combined to shape him into the man he is today. 

Friedländer’s retrospective view of his journey of grief and self-discovery 

provides readers with a rare experience: a memoir of feeling with  

intellectual backbone, in equal measure tender and insightful.

NOVEMBER 2016 | on sale 11/8/16
$24.95 / $33.00C  

Hardcover Reprint | 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄4” | 192 pages

978-1-59051-807-6 | CQ 12

E-book 978-1-59051-808-3

NONFICTION

Rights: US and Canada

Proprietor: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, Erika Seidman 

(erika.seidman@fsgbooks.com)        

WHEN MEMORY COMES
Saul Friedländer with an introduction by Claire Messud   

PRAISE FOR WHEN MEMORY COMES:

“ Friedländer undertakes an evocative journey into his past  

that is likely to leave many a reader shaken.”       

 — A M O S  E LO N ,  N E W  YO R K  T I M E S  B O O K  R E V I E W

“ A beautifully written (and beautifully translated) memoir of  

a tragic childhood.”   — T H E  N E W  YO R K E R 

“ The most remarkable feature of When Memory Comes is its 

composure, an elegance that is unnerving. Friedländer describes  

his experiences in lean, graceful sentences; his language seems 

armored against the dissolution it describes.”  

 — L E O N  W I E S E LT I E R ,  N E W  YO R K  R E V I E W  O F  B O O K S

A classic of Holocaust literature, the eloquent, acclaimed memoir of childhood by  
a Pulitzer-winning historian, now reissued with a new introduction
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w i t h  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  b y  C l a i r e  M e s s u d



“Dear Sir, when this letter will reach you, I will have left Paris 
for Palestine…” Thus began the letter I sent my guardian, Isidore 
Rosemblat, in the early days of June . “You will probably be 
astonished, but don’t worry: I am with a group of Betarim [members 
of the right-wing Betar, the youth movement linked to Menachem 
Begin’s semi-clandestine Irgun], entirely safe. Mainly, don’t alert the 
police or any other organization of the same kind; it would only 
create additional problems and be of no help as, when you get this 
news, I will already be on the ship.

“Don’t worry about what my uncles may say as, before you even 
write to them, I shall be with them and I am sure that they won’t be 
terribly displeased.

“Let us now turn to concrete matters: I took with me, in my back-
pack, all my linen as well as my gray suit, my beige suit, and the 
leather jacket. Before leaving, I carried the yellow suitcase, the brief-
case, and the textbooks to a friend who will return them to you as 
soon as possible.

“I must also ask you to send word to the lycée to inform them that 
I am leaving the establishment and that I am not presenting myself 
to the baccalauréat. Thus everything will be settled.

“I will send you a long letter as soon as I arrive; I would have liked to 
say good-bye and thank you in person for all you have done for me but 
I was worried about the possibility of some obstacle to my departure. In 
any case, don’t consider it as ingratitude on my part. While waiting 
to see you again in Palestine, I kiss you affectionately, Paul…”

F RO M WHEN MEMORY COMES: THE LATER YEARS
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Saul Friedländer is an award-winning 

Israeli historian and currently a professor of 

history at UCLA. He was born in Prague to a 

family of German-speaking Jews, grew up 

in France, and experienced the German 

Occupation of 1940–1944. His historical works 

have received great praise and recognition, 

including the 2008 Pulitzer Prize for 

General Non-Fiction for his book The Years 

of Extermination: Nazi Germany and the 

Jews, 1939–1945. 



Forty years after his acclaimed, poignant first memoir, Friedländer  

returns with When Memory Comes: The Later Years, bridging the gap 

between the ordeals of his childhood and his present-day towering 

reputation in the field of Holocaust studies. After abandoning his youthful 

conversion to Catholicism, he rediscovers his Jewish roots as a teen-

ager and builds a new life in Israeli politics.

Friedländer's initial loyalty to Israel turns into a lifelong fascination 

with Jewish life and history. He struggles to process the ubiquitous  

effects of European anti-Semitism while searching for a more measured 

approach to the Zionism that surrounds him. Friedländer goes on to 

spend his adulthood shuttling between Israel, Europe, and the United 

States, armed with his talent for language and an expansive intellect. 

His prestige inevitably throws him up against other intellectual heavy-

weights. In his early years in Israel, he rubs shoulders with the architects 

of the fledgling state and brilliant minds such as Gershom Scholem and 

Carlo Ginzburg, among others.

Most important, this memoir led Friedländer to reflect on the wrench-

ing events that drove him to devote sixteen years of his life to writing his 

Pulitzer Prize–winning masterpiece, The Years of Extermination: Nazi 

Germany and the Jews, 1939–1945.

NOVEMBER 2016 | on sale 11/8/16
$24.95 / $33.00C   

Hardcover | 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄4” | 304 pages

978-1-59051-809-0 | CQ 12 

E-book 978-1-59051-810-6

NONFICTION

Rights: World English

Agent: Georges Borchardt, Georges Borchardt Agency  

(georges@gbagency.com)

WHEN MEMORY COMES: THE LATER YEARS
Saul Friedländer

A Pulitzer Prize–winning historian’s return to memoir, a tale of intellectual coming-of-age  
on three continents, published in tandem with his classic work of Holocaust literature,  
When Memory Comes
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The walls are all far away except for the one opposite me. I’m wearing 
whites at least two sizes too big, instead of the usual blacks with my 
name embroidered in dark red over the left pocket: Leonardo 
Lucarelli. There’s nothing written on this uniform, I’m only a cook in 
a vast, anonymous commercial kitchen, puffing and panting, getting 
frazzled and yelling. All around me people are rushing about, chatting 
away in a thick dialect. I don’t understand a word. I know that I’m in 
a kitchen in Thiene, in the Veneto region of Italy. The restaurant is 
packed. Orders are coming in thick and fast from the machine in 
front of me and at such a rate that I can barely tear off the tickets and 
pin them up. But they’re getting all crumpled, falling to the ground 
like confetti, and in the end there’s just a long strip of orders that I 
should already have prepped and placed on the pass, yelling “Go!” 
Instead, I don’t even know where to begin. It’s unbearably hot. The 
kitchen is too big. The white uniform is too loose. The orders are 
coming in too fast. Everything is wrong. I’m in the wrong place. I 
don’t like these people and they don’t like me, the thing is that I can’t 
move my hands, get into the rhythm, utter a word. The chef arrives 
(I’m trying to remember—what’s his name?) and tells me what to do 
but I don’t understand him. I should know what to do. But I don’t, 
and I can’t understand what he’s saying. So I move out of his way. I 
see hands opening and closing the oven, drizzling reductions and 
sauces over dishes. I see a perfect assembly line configuration, timers 
going off, crockery clinking, a full pass, servers sprinting.

Leonardo Lucarelli was born in India 

and has since resided in regions all across 

Italy, including Lazio, Emilia-Romagna, Veneto, 

Trentino, and Tuscany. He entered the culinary 

world as a college student, and after com-

pleting a degree in anthropology, he continued 

his career in the kitchen. He has worked in 

fifteen restaurants—some Michelin-starred, 

and seven of which employed him as chef. 

Lucarelli currently lives in L’Aquila, where he 

consults for several restaurants in Rome.

Lorena Rossi Gori, who was born in 

Scotland and raised in Australia, went to 

Italy on a family holiday and never left. An 

avid traveler and opera fan, she works as a 

conference interpreter and translator.

Danielle Rossi was born in Melbourne, 

Australia, and lived and studied in Florence, 

Lucca, and Milan before eventually resettling 

in Melbourne, where she teaches Italian and 

translation at Monash University. Danielle 

and her sister Lorena come from a long 

line of hoteliers and restaurateurs and 

know a thing or two about demented knife-

hurling chefs.

F RO M M I N C E M E AT  

translated from the Italian by Lorena Rossi Gori and Danielle Rossi
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PRAISE FOR MINCEMEAT:

“ [An] almost Conradian atmosphere…The best Italian memoir 

of the year.”       — C O R R I E R E  D E L L A  S E R A

With the wit and pace of Anthony Bourdain, Italian chef and 

anthropologist Leonardo Lucarelli sketches the exhilarating 

life behind the closed doors of restaurants, and the unlikely 

work ethics of the kitchen. 

In Italy, five-star restaurants and celebrity chefs may seem, on the 

surface, a part of the landscape. In reality, the restaurant industry is 

as tough, cutthroat, and unforgiving as anywhere else in the world—

sometimes even colluding with the shady world of organized crime. 

The powerful voice of Leonardo Lucarelli takes us through the  

underbelly of Italy’s restaurant world. Lucarelli is a professional  

chef who for almost two decades has been roaming Italy opening 

restaurants, training underpaid, sometimes hopelessly incompetent 

sous-chefs, courting waitresses, working long hours, riding high on 

drugs, and cursing a culinary passion he inherited as a teenager from 

his hippie father. In his debut, Mincemeat: The Education of an Italian 

Chef, Lucarelli teaches us that even among rogues and misfits, there 

is a moral code in the kitchen that must, above all else, always  

be upheld. DECEMBER 2016 | on sale 12/6/16
$25.95 / $33.95C   

Hardcover | 5 ½ x 8 ¼” | 352 pages

978-1-59051-791-8 | CQ 12 

E-book 978-1-59051-792-5

NONFICTION

Rights: World English 

Proprietor: Garzanti Libri, Viviana Vuscovich  

(viviana.vuscovich@maurispagnol.it)         

MINCEMEAT 
Leonardo Lucarelli

THE EDUCATION OF AN ITALIAN CHEF
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My beautiful, taciturn mother stood on the pavement in the cold 
night with her hands in the sleeves of her fur coat and gave me a half-
sad, half-amused look. You have to pull on it, she said again. I pulled. 
What else could I have done? I took a drag on the cigarette and felt 
the smoke, which I had imagined to be warmer, fill my mouth, rise 
into my nose, and lie burning on my eyes, which I had to close, while 
I snorted out the smoke in shock. But before I’d completely released 
it, I had to breathe in, and so I started coughing on the pavement 
with burning, running eyes until my mother banged me on the back. 
My reaction unleashed general merriment among the drunk adults. 

[…]
I took a few more drags on my cigarette that New Year’s Eve and lit 

rockets with increasing assurance. I’d soon learned to close up the 
epiglottis in my mouth when pulling in the smoke, protecting me 
from more coughing fits and the derision of the adults. In the years 
that followed, we children were given one or two cigarettes every New 
Year’s Eve (depending on how much money my father had spent on 
fireworks), and it wasn’t long before my thrill of anticipation for the 
cigarettes far outstripped my anticipation for the fireworks. When I see 
a firework, I still get the taste of this long, thin Kim on my tongue and 
remember with great warmth the sad-beautiful eyes of my mother, 
who handed me cigarettes as if they were something sacrosanct.

Gregor Hens is a German writer and 

translator. He has translated Will Self, 

Jonathan Lethem, and George Packer 

into German.

Jen Calleja is a writer, translator, curator, 

and musician. She has translated prose and 

poetry for Bloomsbury, PEN International, 

the Austrian Cultural Forum London, and 

the Goethe-Institut.

F RO M N I C OT I N E
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translated from the German by Jen Calleja 
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Written with the passion of an obsessive, Nicotine addresses a life-

time addiction, from the thrill of the first drag to the perennial last last 

cigarette. Reflecting on his experiences as a smoker from a young age, 

Gregor Hens investigates the irreversible effects of nicotine on thought 

and patterns of behavior. He extends the conversation with other 

smokers to meditations on Mark Twain and Italo Svevo, the nature of 

habit, and the validity of hypnosis. With comic insight and meticulous 

precision, Hens deconstructs every facet of dependency, offering a 

brilliant analysis of the psychopathology of addiction.

This is a book about the physical, emotional, and psychological 

power of nicotine as not only an addictive drug, but also a gateway to 

memory, a long trail of streetlights in the rearview mirror of a smoker’s 

life. Cigarettes are sometimes a solace, sometimes a weakness, but 

always a witness and companion.

This is a meditation, an ode, and a eulogy, one that will be passed 

hand-to-hand between close friends.

JANUARY 2017 | on sale 1/10/17
$16.95 / $22.99C 

Hardcover | 5 x 7 1⁄2” | 160 pages

978-1-59051-793-2 | CQ 12

E-book 978-1-59051-794-9

NONFICTION

Rights: US and Canada

Proprietor: Fitzcarraldo Editions, Jacques Testard  

(jacques@fitzcarraldoeditions.com)      

NICOTINE
Gregor Hens with a foreword by Will Self

PRAISE FOR NICOTINE:

“ Every cigarette I’ve ever smoked now seems, in retrospect, like  

little more than preparation for this remarkable essay—though 

nothing in me could have anticipated its exquisitely surprising 

brilliance, the precision and play of its intellect. It’s about smoking, 

sure, but it’s also about a luminous and nuanced exploration  

of how we’re constituted by our obsessions, how our memories 

arrange themselves inside of us, and how—or if—we control  

our own lives.”      

 — L E S L I E  JA M I S O N

 author of The Empathy Exams

“ This is not a story about quitting, but an accomplished and  

unsettling meditation on one’s own addiction.”      

 — D I E  Z E I T

“ A passionate attempt to banish the addiction through words.”       

 — S F  M A G A Z I N

By turns philosophical and darkly comic, an ex-smoker’s meditation on the nature  
and consequences of his nearly lifelong addiction
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First I went to see Pauline. Mark and her mother were present, posi-
tioned as sentinels once again.

“How dare you say that all her medical problems are psychological? 
The only distress Pauline has ever had in her life has been because of 
her illness. If these convulsions are due to madness, it all comes from 
the pain she has suffered. Did you ever think of that?” said Mark.

It occurred to me for the first time that there could be things that 
Mark did not know.

“I’m sorry this has been so difficult. I know there are points on 
which we don’t agree so I think it would be more useful to Pauline if 
we stick to addressing those things that are definite.” 

“Pauline needs to pass a catheter to empty her bladder. That’s 
definite. How could that be psychological?” A little spray of spittle 
accompanied Mark’s words. Pauline’s and her mother’s eyes were cast 
downwards.

“We can’t unravel all of this here and now.” I turned to Pauline. 
“Pauline, I don’t have all the answers but I know one thing, and that 
is that your convulsions did not occur as a result of a brain disease. 
That is what I know for certain and that is where I think we should 
focus our attention.”

The room fell completely silent. Pauline would not look at me. 
Her eyes were fixed on Mark, who was gripping her hand. I looked at 
how their fingers intertwined. I could hardly tell one hand from the 
other, and I thought of my discussion with the psychiatrist. Here was 
a young woman who had, in a sense, lost one side of her family, and 
now illness bound her tightly to those who remained. I thought of 
her threat to harm herself and saw a girl who knew only one way to 
be heard.
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Suzanne O'Sullivan, MD, has been a 

consultant in neurology since 2004, working 

first at The Royal London Hospital and 

currently as a consultant in clinical neuro-

physiology and neurology at The National 

Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery, 

as well as for a specialist unit based at the 

Epilepsy Society. She has developed an exper-

tise in working with patients with psycho-

genic disorders, alongside her work with 

those suffering from physical diseases, such 

as epilepsy. 

F RO M I S  I T  A L L  I N  YO U R  H E A D ? 
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A neurologist’s insightful and compassionate look into the misun-

derstood world of psychosomatic disorders, told through individual 

case histories.

It’s happened to all of us: our cheeks flush red when we say the wrong 

thing, or our hearts skip a beat when a certain someone walks by. But 

few of us realize how much more dramatic and extreme our bodies' 

reactions to emotions can be. Many people who see their doctor have 

medically unexplained symptoms, and in the vast majority of these 

cases, a psychosomatic cause is suspected. And yet, the diagnosis of 

a psychosomatic disorder can make a patient feel dismissed as a  

hypochondriac, a faker, or just plain crazy.

In Is It All in Your Head? neurologist Suzanne O'Sullivan, MD, takes 

us on a journey through the world of psychosomatic illness, where we 

meet patients such as Rachel, a promising young dancer now house-

bound by chronic fatigue syndrome, and Mary, whose memory loss 

may be her mind’s way of protecting her from remembering her  

husband’s abuse. O’Sullivan reveals the hidden stresses behind their 

mysterious symptoms, approaching a sensitive topic with patience and 

understanding. She addresses the taboos surrounding psychosomatic 

disorders, teaching us that “it’s all in your head” doesn’t mean that 

something isn’t real, as the body is often the stand-in for the mind 

when the latter doesn’t possess the tools to put words to its sorrow. 

She encourages us to look with compassion at the ways in which our 

brains act out, and to reexamine our failure to credit the intimate con-

nection between mind and body.

JANUARY 2017 | on sale 1/17/17
$26.95 / NCR   

Hardcover | 6 x 9” | 304 pages

978-1-59051-795-6 | CQ 12

E-book 978-1-59051-796-3

NONFICTION

Rights: US

Proprietor: Jane Kirby, Chatto & Windus  

(jkirby@penguinrandomhouse.co.uk) 

TRUE STORIES OF IMAGINARY ILLNESS

IS IT ALL IN YOUR HEAD?
Suzanne O’Sullivan, MD
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The young Zola’s friendship with two fellow pupils—Paul Cézanne 
and Baptistin Baille, a future lecturer at the Polytechnique—bright-
ened these years made tough by the dirt, bad food, cold, bullying, 
and lack of freedom that went hand-in-hand with boarding life. 
Cézanne was a year older, bigger, stronger, and wealthier (his father 
was a banker), and he took Émile under his protection, which was of 
great benefit to this shy, puny boy who was the butt of his classmates’ 
jibes. In contrast to the other pupils, whose only aspiration was to 
lounge around on café terraces and play cards, the three friends 
escaped to the countryside whenever they could. Cézanne never set 
out without his “powder flask and…his box of color cartridges” while 
Zola “always had a book of poetry in his pocket.” They walked for 
hours; if it was hot they would take a dip in the river Arc, which ran 
through a series of gours, pools deep enough for swimming, but 
mostly they talked—they talked endlessly. […] On their outings 
[Cézanne] was constantly stopping to draw things, and revisited 
some sites years later: in a letter to Zola dated June , , he sketched 
three young boys playing in a river beneath a large tree; one wore a 
straw hat, another was swimming with his head above the water, and 
the third was doing a sort of somersault—only his backside and feet 
were visible. The image needs no explanation.

Monsieur Proust’s Library
PB* | $17.95/$21.50C
978-1-59051-745-1

Anka Muhlstein has written biogra-

phies of Queen Victoria, James de Roths-

child, Robert de La Salle, and Astolphe de 

Custine; studies on Catherine de Médicis, 

Marie de Médicis, and Anne of Austria; a 

double biography, Elizabeth I and Mary Stuart;

and most recently, Balzac's Omelette and 

Monsieur Proust's Library. She has won two 

prizes from the Académie française and 

the Goncourt Prize for Biography. She and 

her husband, Louis Begley, have written a 

book on Venice, Venice for Lovers. They live 

in New York City. 

Adriana Hunter studied French and 

Drama at the University of London. She has 

translated more than fifty books including 

Couple Mechanics, The Travels of Daniel 

Ascher, Balzac's Omelette, and Eléctrico W 

(winner of the French-American Foundation's 

2013 Translation Prize in Fiction). She won 

the 2011 Scott Moncrieff Prize, and her work 

has been short-listed twice for the Inde-

pendent Foreign Fiction Prize. She lives in 

Norfolk, England. 
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translated from the French by Adriana Hunter
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Balzac’s Omelette
HC | $19.95/$22.95C
978-1-59051-473-3

It is not a coincidence that Balzac was the first in 

French literature to tackle this appetizing topic. 

Before the French Revolution, a traveler in France 

was apt to find local food scarce, tasteless, and of 

doubtful appearance. Restaurants did not even exist! 

Just as cuisine became a centerpiece of French 

mores, Balzac used it as a connecting thread in his 

novels, showing how food can evoke character, 

atmosphere, class, and social climbing. How bet-

ter to decipher the lady of the house’s personality 

than through her relationship with her cook or the 

color of her broth? Full of surprises and insights, 

Balzac’s Omelette invites you to taste anew French 

literature and gastronomy.

A n k A  M u h l s t e i n  was born in Paris in 
1935. She has published biographies of Queen Vic-
toria, James de Rothschild, Cavelier de La Salle, 
and Astolphe de Custine, a study on Catherine de 
Médicis, Marie de Médicis, and Anne of Austria, 
and a double biography, Elizabeth I and Mary Stuart. 
She is currently working on a volume on Proust as 
a reader. She has won two prizes from the Aca-
démie Française and the Goncourt Prize for 
Biography. She and her husband, Louis Begley, 
have written a book on Venice, Venice for Lovers. 
They live in New York.

A d r i A n A  h u n t e r  studied French and Drama 

at the University of London. She has translated nearly 

fifty books including works by Agnès Desarthe, Amé-

lie Nothomb, Frédéric Beigbeder, Véronique Ovaldé, 

and Catherine Millet, and has been short-listed for the 

Independent Foreign Fiction Prize twice. She lives in 

Norfolk, England.

Praise for Balzac’s Omelette 

Cover art and design: Andreas Gurewich
Author photo: © Bettina strauss

“For anyone who loves to read, or eat, or both, Anka Muhlstein’s 
terrific Balzac’s Omelette is a must.”  

—the Paris Review Daily

“this is a superb book, a delightful plunge into nineteenth-century French culture 
and life in all its glory, a real page-turner. if you love books, the art of writing, 

or dinner parties, if you revel in France, if travel and culture are your thing, Balzac’s
Omelette will please you more than any other book this season. Bon appétit!”

— A n d r é  B e r n A r d ,
author of Now all We Need Is a title and Bartlett’s Book of anecdotes

“Alimentarians great and humble will want to own, read, and reread Balzac’s 
gastronomic tour of nineteenth-century Paris and the provinces, reconstructed from 

his food-infused novels with delicacy and brilliance by Anka Muhlstein.” 
— J A s o n  e P s t e i n ,
author of eating: a memoir

“Anka Muhlstein folds wit into scholarship as easily as breaking an egg. let us now 
join hands and say grace for her brilliant and beguiling Balzac’s Omelette.” 

— PAt r i C i A  Vo l k
author of stuffed and to my Dearest Friends

OTHER PRESS
www.otherpress.com

$19.95 U.S. / $22.95 CAN

“tell me where you eat, what you eat,  
and at what time you eat, and i will tell you 

who you are.” this is the motto of  
Anka Muhlstein’s erudite and witty book 

 about the ways food and the art of the table 
feature in honoré de Balzac’s writings. 

Balzac's Omelette Mech6.indd   1 8/3/11   11:57:16 AM

26



PRAISE FOR MONSIEUR PROUST’S LIBRARY:

“ This gemlike exploration of the literary underpinnings of  

À la recherche du temps perdu reveals a Marcel Proust who  

did not so much read books as ‘absorb’ them.”       

  — T H E  N E W  YO R K E R

“ With Monsieur Proust's Library, Anka Muhlstein has added  

another volume to the collection of splendid books about  

Proust. A woman of intellectual refinement, subtle understanding,  

and deep literary culture…Ms. Muhlstein is an excellent  

provisioner of high-quality intellectual goods.”        

 — WA L L  S T R E E T  J O U R N A L

A scintillating glimpse into the lives of acclaimed writers and 

artists and their inspiring, often surprising convergences

With the wit and penetration well known to readers of Balzac’s  

Omelette and Monsieur Proust’s Library, Anka Muhlstein’s The Pen 

and the Brush revisits the delights of the French novel. This time she 

focuses on late 19th- and 20th-century writers—Balzac, Zola, Proust, 

Huysmans, and Maupassant—through the lens of their passionate  

involvement with the fine arts. She delves into the crucial role that 

painters play as characters in their novels, which she pairs with an 

exploration of the profound influence that painting exercised on the 

novelists’ techniques, offering an intimate view of the intertwined 

worlds of painters and writers at the time.

Muhlstein’s deftly chosen vignettes bring to life a portrait of the 

nineteenth century’s tight-knit artistic community, where Cézanne  

and Zola befriended each other as boys and Balzac yearned for the  

approval of Delacroix. She leads the reader on a journey of spontaneous 

discovery as she explores how a great painting can open a mind and 

spark creative fire.
JANUARY 2017 | on sale 01/31/17
$18.95 / $24.95C   

Hardcover | 5 x 8” | 224 pages

978-1-59051-805-2 | CQ 12 

E-book 978-1-59051-806-9

NONFICTION

Rights: World

Agent: Georges Borchardt, Georges Borchardt Agency  

(georges@gbagency.com)

HOW PASSION FOR ART SHAPED NINETEENTH-CENTURY FRENCH NOVELS

THE PEN AND THE BRUSH 
Anka Muhlstein
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�  National review and feature campaign including  
print, radio, and online coverage   

�   Review outreach to philosophy, history, literary,  
and art interest media

�   Author appearances by request

ANKA MUHLSTEIN

How Passion for Art
Shaped Nineteenth-Century

French Novels

and

 THE BRUSH

The  Pen
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Willful

Disregard

L e n a  a n d e r s s o n

Trans lated  f rom the  Swed i sh  by  Sarah  Death

“Lena Andersson’s Willful Disregard is a story  

of the heart written with bracing intellectual rigor.  

It is a stunner, pure and simple.”

 —ALIce SeboLD, author of The Lovely bones

with

ALBERT
CAMUS

SIMONE DE 
BEAUVOIR

MAURICE 
MERLEAU-PONTY

JEAN-PAUL 
SARTRE

MARTIN
HEIDEGGER

KARL 
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EDMUND 
HUSSERL

and others

AT THE
 EX I STE NT I A L I ST

 CAFE
Freedom, Being, and

Apricot Cocktails

SARAH BAKEWELL
author of  How to Live
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The

Meursault

Inve st igat ion

• a  n o v e l •

K a m e l  D a o u D

“A tour-de-force reimagining of Camus’s The Stranger, from the point of view 

of the mute Arab victims.” —The New Yorker

C o u p l e 
M e C h a n i C s

a  n o v e l

n e l l y  a l a r d
“Most beautiful where it’s most brutal, this novel is an unflinching examination 

of a marriage at the height of crisis...It is a relentless, breathtaking book.” 
— J I l l  A l e x A n d e r  e s s b Au M , 

New York Times best-selling author of Hausfrau
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Katherine Carlyle

K
atherine Carlyle

a novel by

RUPERT THOMSON 

 “Katherine Carlyle is the strongest and most original novel I have read  
in a very long time . . . It’s a masterpiece.” 
— PHILIP PULLMAN, author of the best-selling His Dark Materials trilogy

 “Written with the pace, verve, and detail of a spy novel,  
sleek and oddly honest . . . a fascinating story.” 
—JAMES SALTER, author of All That Is

 “Smart, stylish, inventive, and always entertaining . . . 
I would read anything that Rupert Thomson wrote.” 
— LIONEL SHRIVER, best-selling author of Big Brother  

and We Need to Talk About Kevin

 “Rupert Thomson’s twilight worlds have long enchanted  
many readers, and this road trip through a snow dome  
of mesmeric hallucinations is Thomson at his best.” 
— RICHARD FLANAGAN, author of the Booker Prize– 

winning The Narrow Road to the Deep North 

  “Stealthy, intelligent, and masterfully controlled,  
Katherine Carlyle is at once seductively contemporary  
and suggestively fable-like: Frozen for grown-ups.” 
—REBECCA MEAD, author of My Life in Middlemarch

A YOUNG WOMAN’S IDENTITY CRISIS  

AND MISGUIDED FANTASIES TAKE HER  

ON A MYSTERIOUS AND GRIPPING  

JOURNEY TO THE END OF THE WORLD

Katherine Carlyle is an IVF baby. Stored  
as a frozen embryo for eight years, she is then  
implanted in her mother and given life. By  
the age of nineteen, Katherine has lost her  
mother to cancer, and feels her father to be an  
increasingly distant figure. Instead of going  
to college, she disappears, telling no one where  
she has gone. What begins as an attempt to  
punish her father for his absence gradually  
becomes a testing ground of his love for her,  
a coming-to-terms with the death of her  
mother, and finally the mise-en-scène for a  
courageous leap to true empowerment.
      Written in the beautifully spare, lucid, and  
cinematic prose Thomson is known for, and  
powered by his natural gift for storytelling,  
Katherine Carlyle uses the modern techniques  
of IVF to throw new light on the myth of  
origins. It is a profound and moving novel  
about who we are, and how we are loved.

$16.95 U.S. / $19.95 CAN

RUPERT THOMSON is the author of nine 
highly acclaimed novels, including Secrecy; 
The Insult, which was short-listed for the 
Guardian Fiction Prize and selected by  
David Bowie as one of his 100 Must-Read 
Books of All Time; The Book of Revelation, 
which was made into a feature film by  
Ana Kokkinos; and Death of a Murderer, 
which was short-listed for the Costa Novel  
of the Year Award. His memoir, This Party’s 
Got to Stop, was named Writers’ Guild Non- 
Fiction Book of the Year. He lives in London. 

 “Rupert Thomson is so undervalued, such  
a pure novelist. He explores what interests  
him in the way that I most admire. He’s  
not trying to demonstrate its relevancy or 
extend his own argument. Instead, each  
novel is etched into reality by his curiosity.” 
—JONATHAN LETHEM, Hopes&Fears

Cover design by Andreas Gurewich
Cover photo by Anna Lena Ekeblad
Author photo © Alan Pryke

Katherine Carlyle_24.indd   1 8/4/15   9:08 PM

“A heartening, timeless, and stirring song for the ‘perfectly
broken.’ Beautifully thrownback. Openhanded. True.

W. B. Belcher is my kind of  writer.” 

—Matthew Quick, New York Times best-selling 
author of The silver liNiNgs PlaYbook and love maY Fail

“Like the work of  Russell Banks and Richard Russo, W. B. Belcher’s warm, 
lyrical prose brings to life the upstate New York I know and love so well, and even 
more, he does it with the clarity, compassion, and humor of  a master storyteller. 
A terrific debut novel.”
—Chris Millis, author, screenwriter, and executive producer of  Small Apartments

“As beautiful and artfully constructed as an old guitar, Lay Down Your Weary 
Tune feels both familiar and wholly original. Belcher’s debut is a highly readable 
wonder.” 
        —James Scott, author of  The Kept

In this debut novel, a ghostwriter of the memoirs of a reclusive folk music 
icon attempts to glean fact from fiction, only to discover his own past rising 
to the surface.

Despite his fame, Eli Page is a riddle wrapped in a myth, inside decades of  mask-
making. His past is so shrouded in gossip and half-truths that no one knows who he 
is behind the act. Jack Wyeth, a budding writer, joins Eli in Galesville, a small town 
on the border of  New York and Vermont, only to learn that the musician’s mind is 
failing. As he scrambles to uncover the truth, Jack is forced to confront his own past, 
his own hang-ups, and his own fears. At the same time, he falls for a local artist who 
has secrets of  her own, he becomes linked to a town controversy, and he struggles 
to let go of  his childhood idols and bridge the divide between myth and reality. 
Set against a folk Americana aesthetic, Lay Down Your Weary Tune is an emotionally 
charged exploration of  myth-making, desire, and regret, and the inescapable bond 
between the past and present.

W. B. Belcher grew up in western Massachusetts and 
earned his MFA from Goddard College. He lives along the 
Battenkill River in upstate New York with his wife and two 
children. Lay Down Your Weary Tune is his first novel.

Author photo © Kate Morse   
Cover design: gray318

$17.95 U.S. / $21.50 CAN
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 “In The Cold Song, Linn Ullmann explores the events surrounding a young woman’s 
murder in brief, haunting flashes that imbue the intimacies and betrayals of family  
life with the brooding magic of a Grimm’s fairy tale. This delicate, mesmerizing  
work attests to Ullmann’s vast storytelling powers.” 
—  JennIfer eGan, wInner of The 2011 PULITzer PrIze for fIcTIon  

 
 “The Cold Song is a fluid, shape-shifting novel, a family saga that turns into an 
erotically charged drama and then takes a darker turn into the terrain of a murder 
mystery. Linn Ullmann is an unusually talented and sympathetic writer, able to  
inhabit a wide range of characters and bring them all vividly to life.”  
— Tom PerroTTa, aUThor of The LefToverS
 
 “contrary to popular belief, a death is not merely an end but the beginning of a story. 
The death in The Cold Song opens a Pandora’s box of human emotions, conflicts,  
and deceptions . . . Linn Ullmann has mastered the art of seeing into the dark mysteries 
that make us who we are.” 
— YIYUn LI, award-wInnInG aUThor of The vagranTS
 
 “a wonderful book . . . I love the way Ullmann deals with time and perspective. I admire 
her ability to slip into the characters of men, women, and children with ease and  
make them completely believable — the philandering Jon is a masterpiece. The book 
has the light but also the weight of a Bergman film. It doesn’t offer easy solutions but 
still has a kind of healing power.”   
—  PeTer STamm, fInaLIST for The 2013 man Booker InTernaTIonaL PrIze 
 
 “Linn Ullmann’s The Cold Song is a haunting novel about all the ways we endeavor  
to love and be loved, and the many mistakes we can make while trying. It’s  
suspenseful and beautifully written, and so absorbing that I could not put it down.”  
— VendeLa VIda, aUThor of The LoverS

from the internationally best-selling author Linn 
Ullmann, hailed as “an elegant stylist with an 
original voice” (new York Times Book review), 
comes this taut, brilliantly acute novel of a family 
who when faced with tragedy must confront their 
guilt, their longings, and their losses.
 Siri Brodal, a chef and restaurant owner, is 
married to Jon dreyer, a famous novelist plagued 
by writer’s block. Siri and Jon have two daughters, 
and together they spend their summers on the 
coast of norway, in a mansion belonging to Jenny 
Brodal, Siri’s stylish and unforgiving mother. 
 Siri and Jon’s marriage is loving but difficult, 
and troubled by painful secrets. They have a 
strained relationship with their elder daughter, 
alma, who struggles to find her place in the family. 
when milla is hired as a nanny to allow Siri to 
work her long hours at the restaurant and Jon to 
supposedly meet the deadline on his book, life  
in the idyllic summer community takes a dire turn. 
one rainy July night, milla disappears without  
a trace. after her remains are discovered and  
a suspect is identified, everyone who had any 
connection with her feels implicated in her tragedy 
and haunted by what they could have done to 
prevent it. 
 In this novel about life and love, rendered like  
a thriller, Ullmann captures a constellation of 
characters as complex as they are paradoxical —  
neither fully guilty nor fully innocent.

$15.95 U.S. / $18.95 can
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LInn ULLmann is an award-winning author, 
journalist, and literary critic. her four novels  
have been published in more than fifteen 
languages, all of them critically acclaimed 
international best sellers: Before You Sleep,  
Stella Descending, grace, and a Blessed Child. 
She lives in oslo with her husband and children.
 
BarBara J. haVeLand is a translator of  
fiction, poetry, and drama by leading danish  
and norwegian writers such as Peter høeg,  
Jens christian Grøndahl, Pia Juul, morten 
Søndergaard, Øystein Lønn, Jan kjærstad,  
and merete morken andersen. 
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E U RO P E A N  H I STO RY

LAUB, MICHEL
Diary of the Fall
978-1-59051-651-5  HC  $20.00/NCR
L AT I N  A M E R I C A N  L IT E R AT U R E

MAITLAND, LESLIE
Crossing the Borders of Time
978-1-59051-570-9  PB*  $17.95/$21.50C
M E M O I R / E U RO P E A N  H I STO RY

                              $14.95 U.S. / $16.95 CAN

When Julia Win’s father disappears one 
morning without a trace, the day after her 

graduation from law school, her family is left 
unsettled and confused. It’s not until a few years 

later that her mother finds a piece of the puzzle— 
an unmailed love letter to a Burmese 

woman named Mi Mi.  

Intent on solving the mystery and coming to terms 
with her father’s past, Julia puts her career and her 

life on hold to travel to the village where Mi Mi 
once lived. Her journey takes her to the small 

mountain village of Kalaw, where she is approached 
by a man who claims to know her father, and who 

seems to have an uncanny knowledge of Julia 
herself. Intrigued, she returns to meet him every 
afternoon and listen to his incredible tales of her 

father’s youth—of his childhood blindness, his 
education at a monastery, and, most of all, about his 

passionate relationship with a local girl. 

At first Julia is unwilling to believe that the 
romantic boy in this poignant story has anything 
to do with her reticent father, but soon she can 
no longer withstand the almost mystical invoking 

of mysterious past events, entwined as they 
are with the influence of the stars and with a 

love larger than life.

The Art of Hearing Heartbeats is a magical 
and uplifting tale of hardship and resilience, 

and the unyielding power of love 
to move mountains.

JAN-PHIlIPP  SeNdKer , born in Hamburg 
in 1960, was the American correspondent for 

Stern from 1990 to 1995, and its Asian 
correspondent from 1995 to 1999. In 2000 he 
published Cracks in the Great Wall, a nonfiction 
book about China. The Art of Hearing Heartbeats 

marks his english-language debut. He lives in 
Berlin with his family.

Kevin Wiliarty has a BA in German from Harvard 
and a Phd from the University of California, 

Berkeley. A native of the United States, he has 
also lived in Germany and Japan. He is currently 
an academic technologist at Wesleyan University 
in Middletown, Connecticut, where he lives with 

his wife and two children.

Cover design: Kathleen diGrado

Cover art: Flowers: © British library Board / 
The Bridgeman Art library. Butterfly engraving: 

(1800) by edward donovan
Private Collection / The Bridgeman Art library

Praise for

The Art of
Hearing Heartbeats 

“No matter what I even attempt to say, I can’t possibly capture 
the absolute magic of this book. like a spell, it haunts. 

like love, it’s going to endure.” 
—CArolINe leAvITT , 

New York Times best-selling author of Pictures of You

“A story at once poignant and joyous, The Art of Hearing Heartbeats 
reaffirms how love can transform the harshest of realities into a mystical one. 

Sendker takes us from contemporary, upscale New York to impoverished 
Burma, weaving a complex tale that is part romance, part father–daughter 

story. reading this book was like reading poetry, with full attention 
required for each sentence. A thoroughly immersive and enjoyable read.” 

—MArGAreT dIlloWAY , 
author of How to Be an American Housewife 

 “Set in Burma, The Art of Hearing Heartbeats is a rare novel.  
Telling the story of a blind young man’s journey through a world 
of auditory intensity, Jan-Philipp Sendker renews one’s faith in 
the possibility of real, pure love. I finished the book in tears.” 

—SHAWNA YANG rYAN , 
author of Water Ghosts
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A  br ief  S t op
on the Road fRom auschwitz

Gör a n  rose nbe rG

W i n n e r  o f  t h e  A u g u S t  p r i z e
“Rosenberg’s heart-rending account of his (yet-to-become) 
parents’ forced journey from their home in Łódź  squarely faces 
the reader with the tragic question of whether a common young 
man’s life — though miraculously delivered from the horrors of 
the Holocaust but finding itself dispossessed of everything ‘home’ 
means — can still overcome the scars of the past and retain the 
sanity and means for a life worth living. Not often can a prosaic 
prose embed such piteous sorrow, and human tragedy be so 
starkly revealed.” 

— s a r i  n u s s e i b e h , author of Once Upon a Country:     
A Palestinian Life

“In this gripping and poetic memoir, Rosenberg imagines his way 
into the dark miracle of his own father’s experiences during  
and after the Holocaust…From its lyrical opening pages to its 
shocking conclusion, A Brief Stop on the Road from Auschwitz is an 
unforgettable book about memory, grief, and fate ” 

— a d a m  K i r s c h , senior editor at New Republic and     
author of Rocket and Lightship: Essays on Literature and Ideas 

“With its hypnotic, propulsive sentences — its ruthless disavowal 
of sentiment, and its inspiring filial compassion — A Brief Stop on 
the Road from Auschwitz manages to make the concentration camp 
story feel absolutely new again — vivid, shocking, and an urgent 
call upon our powers of empathy for the world today.” 

— G e o r G e  P r o c h n i K , author of The Impossible Exile:     
Stefan Zweig at the End of the World

g ö r A n  r o S e n b e r g  was born in 1948 in 

Sweden, where he is a well-known author. In 

1970 he left academia to work as a journalist for 

Swedish television, radio, and print. He is the 

author of several books, including the highly 

acclaimed Det Förlorade landet [The Lost Land:  

A Personal History of Zionism, Messianism, and 

the State of Israel]. 

S A r A h  D e A t h  is a translator, literary scholar, 

and editor of the UK-based journal Swedish  

Book Review. Her translations from Swedish in- 

clude Ellen Mattson’s Snow, for which she won 

the Bernard Shaw Translation Prize. She lives 

and works in Kent, England.

J a c K e T  d e s i G n :  w w w . s u z a n b e i J e r . n l
c o v e r  P h o T o :  © h o l l a n d s e  h o o G T e

a u T h o r  P h o T o :  © c a T o  l e i n

W W W . o t h e r p r e S S . c o m

This shattering memoir by a journalist 
about his father’s attempt to survive 
the aftermath of Auschwitz in a small 
industrial town in Sweden won the 
prestigious August Prize in 2012.

On August 2, 1947, a young man gets off a 
train in a small Swedish town to begin his 
life anew. Having endured the ghetto of 
Łódź, the death camp at Auschwitz-Birke- 
nau, and the slave camps and transports 
during the final months of Nazi Germany, 
his final challenge is to survive the survival.

In this intelligent and deeply moving book, 
Göran Rosenberg returns to his own child- 
hood to tell the story of his father: walking 
at his side, holding his hand, trying to get 
close to him. It is also the story of the 
chasm between the world of the child, per- 
meated by the optimism, progress, and col- 
lective oblivion of postwar Sweden, and the 
world of the father, darkened by the long 
shadows of the past.

$ 2 4 . 9 5  u . S .  / $ 2 8 . 9 5  c A n
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ROSENBERG, GÖRAN
A Brief Stop on the Road from Auschwitz
978-1-59051-607-2  HC  $24.95/$28.95C
M E M O I R / H I STO RY / S C A N D I N AV I A N  L IT E R AT U R E
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MAWER, SIMON
The Glass Room
978-1-59051-396-5  PB  $14.95/NCR
F I C T I O N

MAWER, SIMON
Tightrope
978-1-59051-723-9  PB  $15.95/NCR
F I C T I O N

MAWER, SIMON
Trapeze
978-1-59051-527-3  PB  $15.95/NCR
F I C T I O N

SENDKER, JAN-PHILIPP
The Art of Hearing Heartbeats
978-1-59051-463-4  PB  $15.95/$18.95C
F I C T I O N

SENDKER, JAN-PHILIPP
A Well-Tempered Heart
978-1-59051-640-9  PB  $15.95/$17.95C
F I C T I O N
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